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SUBJECT: IRAQI VIEW OF LONDON AND GENEVA SUMMITS 

1. SUMMARY: IRAQI MEDIA HAVE TAKEN HOSTILE LINE IN REPORT- 
ING ON LONDON SUMMIT OP INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS AND ON 
CARTER-ASAD MEETING IN GENEVA. END SUMMARY. 

2. GIST OP COMMENT ON LONDON SUMMIT WAS ALLEGATION 
THAT USG WAS SEEKING TO PROP UP COLLAPSING AMERICAN 
ECONOMY BY RALLYING CAPITALIST WORLD TO TAKE FIRM 
STAND AGAINST JUST CLAIMS OF DEVELOPING NATIONS. MOST 
COMMENTATORS CONCLUDED THAT THESE EPPORTS WOULD PAIL 
AND THAT COLLAPSE OF CAPITALIST WORLD WAS INEVITABLE. 

SOME REPORTAGE, AND ESPECIALLY A HIGHLY PROCESSIONAL TV 
SPECIAL, HAD EARMARKS OP HANDOUTS FROM SOVIET 
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SOURCES. COMMENT: IRAQI ECONOMY HAS BEEN STRONGLY 
REORIENTED TOWARD WEST IN RECENT YEARS, AND CONSUMER 
PREPERENCE IS VERY STRONG POR GOODS OF 
"CAPITALIST WORLD." WE BELIEVE THAT BLATANT 
OVERKILL BY LOCAL MEDIA, WHICH IS LARGELY DOMINATED 
BY LEPTISTS, WAS COUNTERPRODUCTIVE ON THIS SUBJECT 
AND THAT IRAQI ECONIMIC DECISION MAKERS TOOK A PAR 
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MORE NUANCED VIEW OF LONDON SUMMIT. END COMMENT. 

3. AS PREDICTED BY USINT, GENEVA MEETING WITH 

SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASAD BECAME SUBJECT OF MEDIA ATTACKS 
INTENDED TO BLACKEN ASAD'S REPUTATION BY TARRING 
SYRIA WITH THE AMERICAN BRUSH. TREATMENT CAN BE 
SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: ASAD IS MAKING DISGRACEFUL 
CONCESSIONS AT EXPENSE OF SACRED ARAB INTERESTS. 
CARTER IS LEADING HIM ON WITH FALSE HINTS OF USG 
WILLINGNESS TO PRESSURE ISRAEL BUT WILL IN END 
BETRAY HIM AND OTHER ARABS SEEKING SETTLEMENT. REAL 
USG POSITION IS STILL IDENTICAL TO ISRAEL'S. 

CARTER APPEALS TO ASAD'S VANITY BY MAKING IT APPEAR 
THAT ASAD PLAYS MAJOR ROLE IN SETTLEMENT PROCESS 
(ONE CARTOON SHOWED CIA AND ISRAEL PUMPING UP 
SYRIAN REGIME LIKE A BALLOON). ARAB MASSES WILL, 
HOWEVER, REJECT CONSPIRACIES TO LIQUIDATE THE PALES- 
TINE ISSUE. 

4. COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENTS ON 
MIDDLE EAST HAS BEEN FULLER THAN USUAL WITH 
EXTENSIVE, ALBIET SELECTIVE, DIRECT QUOTATIONS. 

MUTUAL PRAISE BY TWO PRESIDENTS IS PRESENTED AS IF IT 
WERE PROOF OF THEIR COLLUSION. GOVERNMENT OWNED 
AL-JUMHURIYA DRIVES POINT HOME WITH EDITORIAL 
STATING, "WHAT ASAD AND CARTER INTEND TO DISCUSS 

IS WAYS AND MEANS OF PUSHING THROUGH THE LIQUIDA- 
TIONIST CONSPIRACY IN SUCH A MANNER AS CAN ASSURE 
TO THE ZIONIST ENTITY UNBRIDLED EXPANSIONISM AND TO 
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AMERICAN IMPERIALISM THE REALIZATION OF ITS 
GREEDY DESIGNS." SARCASTIC AND BITTER TONE OF 
MEDIA TREATMENT IS PERHAPS BEST CONVEYED 
BY LINE FROM EDITORIAL IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE BAGHDAD 
OBSERVER OF SEVERAL DAYS AGO WHICH NOTED THAT TWO 
PRESIDENTS WERE "SCHEDULED TO EMBRACE ON MONDAY ". 

5. COMMENT: IT WOULD BE TOO EASY TO DISMISS 

IRAQI ATTACKS ON GENEVA MEETING AS SOUR GRAPES ON 
PART OF COUNTRY WHICH IS OUT OF THE ACTION. IRAQIS 
CONTINUE TO TAKE SATISFACTION IN THEIR BELIEF THAT 
ALL WILL COME TO NAUGHT AND SETTLEMENT REGIMES WILL 
BE EXPOSED AS EITHER DUPES OR PARTNERS OF U S. 

AND ISRAEL. TO ILLUSTRATE THAT IRAQ IS NOT WITHOUT 
FORA FOR PRACTICING ITS OWN BRAND OF DIPLO- 
MACY, GOI HAS SENT A STRONG DELEGATION TO WORLD 
PEACE CONFERENCE IN WARSAW. WHILE MOST MEMBERS OF 
IRAQI DELEGATION ARE KNOWN COMMUNISTS OR OTHER 
LEFTISTS, PRESIDENT BAKR LEFT NO DOUBT THAT CONFER- 
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ENCE HAD HIS BLESSING. HIS HIGHLY PUBLICIZED CABLE 
TO CONEERENCE SOUNDED LOCALLY EAMILIAR THEME 
THAT PEOPLES OE WORLD MUST CONERONT CONSPIRACY 
OP ZIONISM AND REACTION LED BY U S. IMPERIALISM. 

WILEY 
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